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Dear Luvvies and Techies, 

After a stint as a crew member in the good ship CODS, I have, once again, been  

promoted to Captain. 

I would like to thank the members of the committee who have helped, over the past 

couple of years, to steer the ship so efficiently out of choppy waters. 

This time two or three years ago we were in dire straights and wondering whether the society would 

survive.  We are now in calmer financial seas and I hope that we will manage to continue to keep 

our heads above water and to head into our centenary year with all guns blazing. 

I have now run out of maritime metaphors…. 

Jo, Jo, Angela, Sharon, Matt and Jackie have all stepped down from your committee this year and I 

would like to thank them all profusely for their hard work and unstinting dedication to the society.  

Those who have not experienced the joys of running the group have no idea how complicated and 

stressful it can be, but also how rewarding it is to see CODS grow, change and thrive.  Perhaps we 

will see them return at a later date. 

Many thanks also to Guy for his calm and efficient chairmanship and to Glyn and Hatch for their 

calm and efficient management of financial and secretarial matters as well as to the rest of the 

team.  I hope that I can continue the good work and I will try to be calm and efficient! 

We exist to produce theatrical entertainment and you will find details of recent shows and  

forthcoming productions within this packed newsletter (thank you Hatch!) 

Congratulations to Jack and team on a very enjoyable and profitable Panto in Cinderella. We were 

able to deliver a cheque for £1600 to our chosen charity, the Sam West Foundation, and you will 

find a note of thanks from Sam’s mother, Michelle, later in this newsletter. 

We now look forward to Anna Karenina later this month.  This will be more difficult to sell than a 

panto, so I hope that you have all bought tickets and promoted the show to families, friends and 

passing strangers.  Having been involved, I can honestly say that this play is a great atmospheric 

and accessible adaptation of the novel. It is going to be a wonderfully acted and directed show and 

is unlike any play we have produced before.  Please support the hard working cast and crew and we 

will see you there! 

Our Autumn Musical is the fantastic Fiddler on the Roof, directed by Heather Barnes.  We will need 

a large cast of all ages. Full details of help nights and auditions can be found on page 9. 

Productions for our centenary year are still to be confirmed, so if you have any ideas or  

propositions, please contact Hatch or a member of the new committee (details on page 12) in the 

first instance and further information will be sent out by email in due course. 

Annie x 
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Final greetings from your outgoing Chair, 

Well, not only did I survive two years as Chair of CODS, but I learned a great deal 

about the mechanics and personalities behind our shows as well as the challenges of 

pursuing the business of the Executive Committee with just one meeting per month. 

I once worked out that if each committee member wanted to contribute to each 

standing agenda point, each person would only have 12 seconds per topic… how to reach informed 

consensus will remain a challenge; nonetheless I am confident that CODS has moved forwards,  

enhancing our practices, communications and guidelines whilst making our actions fair, open and 

transparent. 

I would like to thank all the past and present committee members who have helped me to  

understand CODS and the art it produces whilst acknowledging that I am in not in the slightest way 

a performer! 

Going forward I am really looking forward to the Helen Edmundson adaption of Anna Karenina. I 

know that Jo Reader has poured her heart and soul into constructing a production that promises to 

engage with the audience with stories of love, the concept of love and the effect love can have on 

lives. 

I also look forward to my forthcoming time as a back-bencher, temporarily fulfilling the role of Vice 

Chair until a new incumbent emerges.   

Going forward you have a new committee with four members changing roles and four members 

who are either new to the committee or are returning after a break. This represents a change of 

over 60% in the committee and promises to facilitate our efforts to enhance CODS, embrace  

inclusivity and continue CODS’ reputation for the quality and depth of its productions. 

I predict disagreement and emotions in the year ahead (I certainly have experienced this over the 

last two years) – but counsel that it is through the challenge of disruption and re-examination that 

we can discover how to better serve our purpose – to entertain, educate and involve. 

In my first ever Chairman’s Notes I wrote ‘When I have seen the cast and crew after productions, 

without exception the young and old, the principals and the chorus, the singers and dancers and 

actors, the lighting and sound, the set builders and props managers, the stage crew and the  

back-stage contributors all have grins of contentment’… this is true now as it was then… and with 

the passion and involvement of all CODS members we will continue to deliver happiness for all.  

My best wishes to Annie for her tenure of the Chair of CODS and I look forward to her orchestrating 

the celebrations for CODS’ 100th anniversary. 

Best wishes to all 

Guy 
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CODS Executive Committee 

Following our AGM on 22nd March the new CODS executive 

committee is as follows: 

President   Bernard Beardsmore 

Chair    Annie Hatcher 

Vice-Chair   Guy Fillmore 

Board Secretary  Alison Withey-Harrison 

Honorary Secretary  Lee Hatcher 

Treasurer   Glyn Roberts 

Social Secretary  Jane Hurt 

Committee Members  Charlotte Fillmore, Maurice Wilkins,  

    Penny Tobin, Karen Kember 

 

A huge thank you to those who have served on the committee 

but have decided to step down: Jo Levett, Angela Woodcock, 

Matt Barker, Sharon Pickles, Jackie Barker and Jo Reader. 

 

Another big thank you to Bryan Hurt, who stood as Committee 

Member but was unsuccessful on this occasion. 
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Anna Karenina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets available from Maurice on 01580 713887, or from  

The George Hotel and Fancy Pants Emporium or online  

from CODS.ticketsource.co.uk or cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cods
https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets
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Thank you to every one who came along to the AGM and voted for our new 

logo. We have a logo for our centenary: 

And our brand new logo: 
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Please pass on our thanks and appreciation to CODS for the 

generous cheque they gave to The Sam West Foundation. It 

was extremely kind of everyone involved. 

We are continuing to finance and organise Youth Mental 

Health First Aid Courses, with many teachers and parents 

now trained. The feedback has been excellent. We are  

working with the charity Place2Be in trying to integrate their 

expertise and evidence based work into schools in the  

Cranbrook area and Mid Kent. 

It is early days for our Foundation and much work to be 

done. We also want to identify some projects that support 

Music and Art in young peoples lives, both subjects were 

Sam’s favourites and what he most enjoyed. 

Again, we are overwhelmed as a family at the generosity and 

love that has been shown to us all and our cause. 

 

With love, Michelle, Chris, Ben, Tom x 
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Fiddler on the Roof 

 

OUR NEXT EXCITING  

MUSICAL PRODUCTION  

WILL BE…  

 

OCTOBER 24TH  

TO 26TH 2019  

 

 

DIRECTOR: Heather Barnes  

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: Peter Bettley CHOREOGRAPHER: Victoria King  

SHOW LAUNCH DATE  

Monday 29th April at 7:30pm (Queens Hall)  

An introduction to the show and its wonderful characters,  

the beautiful music and a workshop.  

AUDITION HELP NIGHT  

Thursday 2nd May at 7:30pm (PAC)  

AUDITIONS  

Sunday 5th May at 2pm till 6pm (Queens Hall)  

Times will be allocated when we know the numbers.  

Children will be required to create our genuine family village  

atmosphere.  

Contact Heather Barnes for more information -  

heatherkemeys@outlook.com 

mailto:heatherkemeys@outlook.com
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Notices 
CODSWALLOP Schedule  

We release the newsletter bi-monthly in February, April, June, August,  

October and December. All articles need to be submitted by the third  

Friday of the month before publication, keeping them concise (under two 

pages). Any article received after this will go into the next issue.  

 

Rules and Constitution 

A copy of the society’s Rules and Constitution is available in a members  

only, password protected, area on our website. Please contact Hatch 

(CODS.secretary@gmail.com) for the password and go to the following link to view these  - 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only 

 

TicketSource 

CODS now absorb the booking fee charged to us by Ticketsource when you buy tickets for our 

shows and events online. That means the price for tickets remains the same whether you buy 

them online or from one of our box office partners. Go to cods.ticketsource.co.uk or  

cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets to buy your tickets! 

 

Flishinghurst Help 

CODS relies on a few long standing members to build the scenery for all of our shows, at all 

times of year, in all kinds of weather. They work really hard and are all past retirement age. They 

need much more help and we need other people to learn how to build sets for us. They currently 

work on Fridays but with enough help they could work on other days also. Can you help?  

Without these chaps our scenery wouldn’t exist, or it would be very expensive! Let us know if you 

can help and when you can help. CODS.secretary@gmail.com  

 

Social Events 

With the advent of the new committee year and the forthcoming centenary year, we would  

welcome new suggestions from members for the CODS social calendar. Please contact CODS  

Social Secretary, Jane Hurt, with any of your suggestions & ideas.  Jane.hurt@btinternet.com 

Registered Charity No 1105153 
Affiliated to the National 

Operatic & Dramatic Association  
and Kent Drama Association 

mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only
cods.ticketsource.co.uk
cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
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Membership Fees Due! 

It’s that time of year again, I’m afraid! It was agreed at the AGM that 

membership fees would remain unchanged for the coming year. These 

are; 

Full Member   £40 annual or £3.34 monthly 

Concession or Junior  £20 annual or £1.67 monthly 

Juvenile    £10 annual or £0.84 monthly 

Mailing list Only  £10 annual or £0.84 monthly 

Membership is due for the whole year, from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 

2020, whether you are making one payment or paying monthly. 

If you have a regular standing order in place, then you don’t need to do 

anything. Otherwise please make payments via your online or telephone 

banking to; 

Cranbrook Operatic & Dramatic Society 

NatWest Bank, High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EJ 

Account No: 30096669 Sort Code: 60-06-18  

or by cheque payable to Cranbrook Operatic and Dramatic Society 

posted to: CODS Honorary Secretary, Ashleigh, The Hill, Cranbrook, Kent 

TN17 3AD 

  

Membership forms are only required if you didn’t complete one in 

2018/2019 or if you have changed any contact details. Download  

Membership and Standing Order forms and the Privacy Notice from - 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/membership-forms or contact Hatch 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/membership-forms
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President   

Vice Presidents              

 Bernard Beardsmore 

Pam Baker, Jeremy Cartwright, Dinah Chamberlin,  

Peter Gray, Alan Hodge, George Hudson,  

Peggy Latter, Alan Pickett, Dennis Russell,  

John Tapper, Maurice Wilkins, Ian Wookey 

Marian Cumberland, Rita Wilkins 

Executive Committee 
Chairman 

Vice Chairman 

Hon. Secretary 

Board Secretary 

Treasurer 

Social Secretary 

Committee Members 

 

 

  
Annie Hatcher 

Guy Fillmore 

Lee Hatcher 

Alison Withey-Harrison 

Glyn Roberts 

Jane Hurt 

Maurice Wilkins, Charlotte Fillmore, 

Karen Kember, Penny Tobin 

  

 

 

Officials of the Society 
Hall Manager 

Orchestral Secretary 

Wardrobe Mistress 

Properties Master 

Front of House Manager 

Newsletter and Programme Editor 

Hon. Auditors  

  
Maurice Wilkins 

Ruth Roberts 

Rita Wilkins 

Lee Hatcher 

John Tapper 

Lee Hatcher 

Messrs McCabe, Ford and Williams 

Contact details for the committee are  

available via :- 

Website - cranbrookods.org.uk/committee 

Email - CODS.secretary@gmail.com 

Telephone - 01580 388716 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/committee
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com


Any questions about what you have read? Please 

contact your CODSWALLOP Editor Lee Hatcher:  

tel: 01580 388716  

or email:  cods.newsletter@gmail.com 

If you have any news, views, or ideas as to what 

YOU want to see in CODSWALLOP, let me know! 

The Back 
Page 

Deadline for copy for next edition: 

Friday 17th May 2019 
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Here are a few behind the scenes photos from some recent rehearsals 

for Anna Karenina. Our cast are really looking forward to sharing this 

wonderful play with you all. Go to cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets to buy 

your tickets now. 

mailto:cods.newsletter@gmail.com
cranbrookods.org.uk/tickets

